
 

 

 

 

Watershed Discipleship: Environmental Stewardship with Fred Taylor, Judi Joy and Rev. 

Steve Blackmer 

Our local watersheds and landscapes provide a valuable starting point for our Stewardship of the 

Earth. In this workshop we'll explore the growing field of "Watershed Discipleship," as articulated by 

theologian Ched Myers. We'll share rituals and readings about the sacred waters of our lives, and then 

explore how a heightened awareness of our watersheds can inspire us to new visions of caring for the 

earth. Special Guest Steve Blackmer from the Church of the Woods in Concord, NH, will talk about 

next summer's Connecticut River Pilgrimage as a way to celebrate and re-commit to the health and 

beauty of the river that flows through many of our back-yards. We invite participants to bring some 

water from a place that is special to them to use for a water ceremony. Read an interview with 

Rev. Blackmer with the UCC Environmental Ministries here: 

http://www.ucc.org/to_revolutionize_the_church_go_outdoors_an_interview_with_steph

en_blackmer 

Biblical Storytelling in Worship with Rev. Bert Marshall 

A workshop for everyone, beginners to experts, on biblical storytelling in worship. Our time will 

include interactive models, examples from the presenter, music, and some discussion about the origins 

of the biblical stories in oral tradition, and how speaking and thinking of them in that way opens up 

new ways of interpreting them. 

Music That Makes Community with Paul Vasile 

Come ready to learn and sing with musician Paul Vasile. Bring your instruments if you have them, and 

spend an hour going deeper into what we’ve already learned at annual meeting. We'll focus especially 

on leading music with limited use of paper and screens, and explore strategies for introducing new 

material within liturgy. 

Unpacking the Gifts—Lay Empowerment Curriculum with Rev. Lucia Jackson and Rev. 

Amanda Swoyer 

Looking for a way to energize your adult education?  Hoping to engage the congregation in lay 

leadership?  “Unwrapping our Gifts” is a laity empowerment curriculum that focuses on the ministry 

of all believers.  Through the course, individuals are encouraged to discover unique gifts and given the 

guidance to utilize those gifts in the local church.  Join us for an experiential workshop! 

General Synod 101 with The Rev. Dr. Marisa Laviola and Jeanne Zammataro 

Friday Workshop Offerings for 

the 222nd Annual Meeting of the 

Vermont Conference, UCC 
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Marisa will present an overview of the General Synod and the role of a delegate. They will then 

present the resolutions, in list form, for the upcoming 2017 synod. Jeanne will expound upon the 

resolution process, by discussing one resolution from the 2015 Synod: “A Call for the United Church 

of Christ to Take Actions toward a Just Peace in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.” 

The Changing Face of Mission with Toni Reynolds 

Toni Reynolds serves as a Global Mission Intern with Servicio Social de Igelsias Dominicanas (SSID) 

through Global Ministries and will be speaking about her experience. 

New England Hidden Histories Project with Dr. James F. Cooper 

The history of our denomination is one of its greatest assets. Nothing reveals more about the history of 

early New England and the place of the Congregational tradition in the story of America than our 

Congregational church records. Yet to this day, these priceless, fragile manuscripts remain scattered 

throughout Vermont and the rest of New England in tiny local libraries, bank vaults and, especially, in 

the attics, closets, and back rooms of our local churches. The Congregational Library and Archives in 

Boston needs your help in its race against time to see these documents preserved, digitized, and made 

available throughout the world to scholars and the public. 


